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Which areas of IP/IT is your firm active in?

Our firm is active in all areas of IP and IT. We are providing IP/IT law services in 
our offices in Frankfurt and in Manheim. In order to be able to cover the 
relevant areas of IP/IT and to ensure a high level of specialization in those 
areas, we allocated the different specialties to different colleagues. Also, some 
of our colleagues are acting as lecturers at various universities.  

Who in your firm is dedicated to which area of IP/IT?

Wolf-Henrik Friedrich, who is working in our Frankfurt office and who is 
specializing in the law of unfair competition is - I would say - one of the “gurus” 
in Germany in the area of pharmaceutical advertising law. 

Mark Oliver Kühn is an expert in IT law. He is dealing with e-commerce and 
software and all kinds of relating agreements, such as licensing agreements 
plus he is advising on establishing online shops. As a second focus Mark-Oliver 
is specializing in data protection law. He has established data protection 
compliance systems with many clients. As you know, in Europe and in particular 
in Germany the law on data protection is rather strict and clients have to 
comply with it. 

Henrik Steffen Becker is our trademark attorney in Frankfurt.  Besides 
trademark law, he has a focus in media and press law. In this area he has had a 
couple of very interesting cases dealing with the freedom of speech, in 
particular in blogs and forums on the internet.

Daniel Weisert who is leading our practice group is our patent litigator from the 
very first hour in 1990, when we established our IP practice here in Manheim. 

Andreas Torka, who is specializing in unfair competition law is an expert in 
advertising law in the automotive sector, so his key clients are German car 
manufacturers as well as importers. 

Anno Haberer is focusing on all areas of antitrust and competition law. Since 
our firm in general has its basis in the corporate and M&A sector, he is 
frequently working on merger control cases together with our corporate and 
M&A department.  
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Which areas of IP/IT is your firm active in?

I am also based in Mannheim being head of the trademark department of the 
firm. I am doing both trademark prosecution and trademark litigation. Since 
our firm has a special background in the life sciences and bio-tech sector, that 
is my second focus. In this area I am advising on R&D as well as IP licensing and 
transfer contracts. 

We are all active in conducting IP due diligence investigations in all kinds of 
transactions. 

Which are the recent major IP/IT matters that you and your colleagues have 
been working on?

I would just point out the most recent ones. 

Daniel Weisert is currently dealing with a huge cross-border patent litigation 
case. A major and interesting aspect of this case is the fact that it is concerning 
also the offshore area, so in an area where it is highly difficult to determine if 
there is any applicable law at all.

Wolf-Henrik Friedrich is representing a big pharma company in a battle with 
another global player in pharma business on advertising matters regarding two 
blockbuster pharmaceuticals.

The case has started some years ago and there has been dozens of injunctions 
invoked on both sides. Whenever Wolf-Henrik is on vacation, I am stepping in 
for him, and I have to admit that it is not always easy to handle the huge 
number of special medical issues.

Anno Haberer is working on a lot of merger control cases, of course mainly in 
Germany and other European countries but also in the US. As a representative 
of one of his clients in the sporting goods sector he is also involved in one of 
the leading cases in Germany regarding selective distribution systems and 
online marketing, which is a sector of high importance for both the German 
antitrust office and the European Commission.
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One of the projects that I am currently working on and that keeps me busy for 
the last years is advising a large German private brewery on their strategy to 
protect their trademark portfolio worldwide, in particular in China, which is 
one of the very important beer markets. This brewery is number one in 
exporting German beer to China, so we apply for a lot of trademarks there and 
we work on a large number of delivery contracts. One of the very interesting 
aspects in this context is fighting against grey market imports into China.

Has there been any interaction or cooperation with any other Legalink
member in the past?

Yes, there has been and frequently. 
Establishing trademark portfolios for my clients worldwide, I have referred 
cases to the colleagues of Gün & Partners in Turkey, to Mishcon de Reya in the 
UK, to Piper Alderman in Australia, to Larrain Associates in Chile, to Azman
Davidson in Malaysia, and as regards China, I am working with Boss & Young. 
Just recently I received a case from Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney regarding 
trademark application from US. 

Legalink is a very good basis to collect associates worldwide and I have always 
had a very good experience with the Legalink firms.

Anno Haberer recently worked on merger control cases together with Sérvulo
& Associados in Portugal, Ventura Garcés & López-Ibor in Spain, SZECSKAY in 
Hungary, Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney in the US and with Weightmans in the 
UK. There were transactions pending here in Germany which had influence on 
those countries and the Legalink colleagues assisted him in handling the local 
merger control applications and issues relevant in these cases.

What are your firm’s expectations and plans in the area of IP/IT in the future 
– will there be any interesting developments in your jurisdiction?  

The whole firm is growing, so of course we are enlarging our IP department as 
well. A new associate will join our Manheim office as from 1st June. Since we 
have structured the firm into practice groups, we are very active in these units. 
Our IT/IP group is meeting frequently and we are discussing current 
developments and possibilities to improve our services for the benefit of our 
clients. 
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One important topic is the European Patent Package, which is the tool for 
establishing a uniform European patent. We are sure that Germany as a 
jurisdiction will increase its importance in leading pilot patent litigation cases, 
which in our experience are more and more often launched in Germany. In our 
country we have highly experienced courts. One of those courts with two 
chambers is located here in Manheim. Our system is very fast, preliminary 
injunctions are available and it usually just takes not more than six months 
until the hearing, and it is also cost effective. 

The second issue I would like to mention is that trademark law in the EU is 
changing. The good news is that the office, which is now called the “European 
Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO)”, is broadly reducing fees for the 
trademark applications, which is rather unusual. What will be a challenge for us 
and for all clients who are owners of European trademark registrations is a 
certain rule in the new European law which might require owners of European 
trademarks to modify the list of goods and services of marks applied for before 
mid 2012. The Office has decided to grant every trademark owner a grace 
period of six months which will end on 24th September 2016 to take action in 
order to comply with the new regulations and requirements. This is currently 
keeping our trademarks lawyers busy assisting our clients. 

What do you like to do in your spare time?

One of my favorite activities in my spare time has always been sports. Every 
Monday I play in a soccer team as a goalkeeper and I have done some 
marathons. The last I ran was the Berlin marathon last year. 

My family has grown, I have a one-year old son, so I am trying to combine both 
family and sports in my spare time. One of the projects that I have at this 
moment is to find the right jogging stroller for us two to prepare for the next 
race. 

Thank you very much!

For more information, please contact:
Martin.Schmidhuber@rittershaus.net
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